
Detained in Peru
R/V FALKOR (too) a case study



FKt240706   
35 day scientific cruise to Nazca Dorsal National Reserve, Peru



Research Area



Navigation Permit - denied by Peruvian Coast Guard

“...the execution of the 

scientific research may 

pose a risk to national 

security…”



Permits required to conduct oceanographic research 

and collect samples in Peruvian waters -

1. Ministry of Transport Directorial Resolution permit - issued

2. DICAMPI Navigation Permit - denied

3. Sampling/biological Permit - the Peruvian Chief Principal 

Investigator trying to obtain the sampling/biological permit.



55nm off Peru

7,500 m depth
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On Tue, Jun 18, 2024, 12:26 Comoperguard Policia Acuatica <operacuatica@dicapi.mil.pe> 

wrote:

GOOD AFTERNOON

OPERATIONS SECTION OF THE COAST GUARD OPERATIONS COMMAND 

OF THE GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF CAPITAINS AND COAST GUARDS OF 

PERU, HEREBY REQUESTS YOU TO INDICATE, BY THE FASTEST MEANS, 

THE REASON WHY THE SPEED, MOVEMENTS AND INTENTIONS OF THE 

SHIP FALKOR TOO HAS VARIED .



Tue, Jun 18, 2024, 12:56 comoperguard simtrac <simtrac2011@gmail.com> wrote:

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX



Peruvian Coast Guard and Harbor Master

Callao Coastal Station

OBC-3

Good afternoon, the maritime authority of Peru is requested to inform you 

why you have reduced the speed of your vessel. You are also required to 

submit your satellite phone number, confirm current position.

Atte.

Callao Coastal Operator

Iridium Phone 00881632657319

CALLAO COAST STATION

On Tue, Jun 18, 2024, 13:10 Costera Callao <CosteraCallao@dicapi.mil.pe> wrote:



On Tue, Jun 18, 2024 at 4:05 PM ATKINS Tirado Eduardo Carlos <atkin001@dicapi.mil.pe> wrote:

Captain Philipp Guenther,

Good afternoon, in relation to your response, you cannot carry out any maintenance work 

during your navigation without having previously officially communicated them, which is 

why you must go directly to your destination port carrying out direct navigation without 

interruptions, with a constant speed.

We also ask you to avoid sailing on the Nazca Ridge. I remind you that we are 

permanently monitoring all the activities carried out in our Maritime Domain. We also 

remind you that while you are in our Maritime Domain you are subject to the rules and 

regulations of the Peruvian State.

Atte.

Commander

Coast Guard Operations Command



On Tue, Jun 18, 2024 at 4:38 PM comoperguard simtrac <simtrac2011@gmail.com> wrote:

Good afternoon Captain of the ship FALKOR TOO,

In compliance with Supreme Decree No. 015-2014-DE, which approves the 

regulations of Legislative Decree No. 1147, which Regulates the Strengthening 

of the Armed Forces in the Competencies of the National Maritime Authority -

General Directorate of Captaincies and Coast Guard, establishes in its Article 

32.2: ships that navigate in Peruvian jurisdictional waters in demand of a 

national port and those that carry out coastal navigation must observe the 

course and speed contemplated in their navigation plan, being able to vary 

them, stop or anchor in the event of a normal navigation incident or when 

assistance is provided to persons, ships or aircraft in danger. For this reason, 

this National Maritime Authority recommends carrying out said 

maintenance outside the maritime domain.  



Year 1952+

Peru and Chile, a complex maritime history.



Callao, Peru - departure denied, cruise cancelled

● Port State Control boarding
● Ship’s crew questioned
● Records and logs reviewed
● Computer servers searched
● Captain summoned
● Captain’s travel restricted
● Lawyers (US and Peru) hired
● Underwriters engaged

● Letter of Undertaking issued
● Interpreters required
● Peruvian Consulate, Director 

General of Sovereignty, ex-
Admiral and ex-Captain 
intervention attempted

● Penalty paid





Farewell Callao
…no explanation, we may never know.

13 July 2024 anchors aweigh
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