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What types of MSR will require diplomatic clearance?



200 NM EEZ200 NM EEZ



Complex: Science has no boundaries



……..and has many different faces





Challenges and Trends
 Timeliness

 Differing Coastal State internal processes

 Maritime Boundaries

 South China Sea

 Optics

 Type of ship, nature of science

 Changes once consent is granted

 Not MSR?

 Routine ocean observation, military survey, port calls, 
equipment testing

 Citizen Science

 Marine Animals fitted with Oceanographic Sensors



Coastal State Processes 
 No system/Unfamiliarity

 Complicated systems

 Recent trend: increasing bureaucracy, evolving 
requirements

 Recent trend: firm 6 month timeline 

 Differing processes: example UK and US trigger

 UK: Flag State of Vessel

 US: Nationality of Chief Scientist

 Does it matter?



Maritime Boundaries



Citizen Science

 Growth of 
citizen science 
in recent years

 e.g. Secchi Disk 
Foundation

 Should this 
science come 
under Part XIII? http://www.secchidisk.org/

http://www.secchidisk.org/


Marine Animals as 
Science Platforms
 Growth of scientists using marine animals fitted with 

sensors to collect marine data; argument that this is not 
subject to UNCLOS [Kraska Paper]

 Should this science come under Part XIII?





United Nations Preparatory Committee 
on BBNJ
What is the Preparatory 
Committee?

What is the Committee 
addressing?

 United Nations General 
Assembly established a 
preparatory committee to 
meet in 2016/2017

 Developing substantive 
recommendations relating to 
the conservation and 
sustainable use of marine 
biological diversity in areas 
beyond national jurisdiction

 Marine genetic resources, 
including questions on 
sharing of benefits

 Measures such as area-based 
management tools, including 
marine protected areas

 Environmental impact 
assessments

 Capacity building and 
transfer of marine technology



BBNJ and MSR related issues
 Use of marine genetic resources/sharing of benefits

 How to facilitate MSR and research and development

 Best practices of science community 

 Marine scientific research vs. bio-prospecting

 Environmental impact assessments; which activities?

 Capacity building and transfer of marine technology; 
how to implement 

 Differentiation between science relating to 
exploitation of marine resources, and marine scientific 
research undertaken in areas of marine resources 
using similar science capability




